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Overview of the Benefice
St.Margaret of Antioch, Crick is located in the Benefice consisting of the three villages of Crick, Lilbourne and Yelvertoft with the two hamlets of Clay Coton and Elkington. As you can see from the map below we are well situated, close (but not painfully so) to Junction 18 of the M1 and the A14, which is a useful link to much of the diocese. The cathedral is about an hour’s drive from here. We are also only one junction away from the start of the M6. Whilst this information may give an unfortunate impression of constantly rumbling juggernauts, this is not the case. 
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We have excellent road and rail links to all parts of the country whilst still managing to retain the distinctly rural nature of our villages and this has been aided greatly by the recent construction of a village bypass.

Our previous incumbent, The Reverend Robert Barlow, was with us for thirteen years but has moved on to become Rural Chaplain in Worcester Diocese. It was a tribute to him that our relatively young benefice worked together so well. In the last decade we have developed a hard working team of licensed lay ministers including a Reader, a Parish Evangelist and a Pastoral Assistant. The three churches are also served by a good Local Ministry Team (only the second in the diocese) and a monthly newsletter which acts as a channel of communication across the parishes and looks at relevant local, diocesan and national issues. 
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United Benefice services take place on each fifth Sunday and generally involve the talents of a multitude in producing wonderful refreshments afterwards.

After an interregnum period of a year, The Reverend David Lake was appointed in March 2005 to be our new Priest in Charge of the Benefice.

Crick—about the village and St Margaret’s
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The population of Crick has grown fast in the last few years, with two new housing estates being built, and now stands at over 1,700. The parish itself is quite compact and consists of the village and surrounding agricultural land, totalling about 3,500 acres.
[image: image4.emf]Although only about six miles from the centre of Rugby, the nearest large town, and being only half a mile from the motorway, the village retains its rural atmosphere. It contains a mix of families, couples and single people of all ages. Owing to the expansion of the village there is a large number of incomers, most of whom have integrated well into the village. 
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There is a large marina on the canal that passes the edge of the village and this draws a number of worshippers on both a permanent and transient basis. The bulk of the housing is owner occupied, with only a few rented and local authority housing association properties. There are no specific social concerns in the village other than the usual problems with disaffected youth, which are minimal. 
The parish has a very active Parish Council, otherwise it falls within the area of Daventry District Council, with which the church has very little contact. The village primary school is not a church school but has good links with the churches and has a very positive attitude to the Christian faith.
Secondary school age children typically go to Guilsborough School (see map). There is a large industrial estate between the village and the M1, mostly warehousing and

distribution.
The village has many groups and organisations. In the past churches have held joint

Welcome Evenings for all newcomers in the village hall. These have been well supported by all the various organisations and have proved popular with new residents.

The church also provides welcome packs of information which are delivered to all new arrivals. There is a newly opened youth club. There is one Brownie pack and one Cub pack which are staffed mainly by church members.

The Parish Church of St Margaret of Antioch 
The Parish Church of St. Margaret of Antioch was founded in the thirteenth century and is a large building of local sandstone comprising a nave and chancel, with a large tower at the west end housing a ring of eight bells. The church can seat 250 and is open every day from 9:00 am until dusk.
History of the Church
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The Domesday Book records that there was a Christian presence in the village and it is awe inspiring to remember that we are part of a Christian presence that stretches back over many centuries. There has been a church on the site of St Margaret’s since about 700AD, when the first Saxon church was built beside the ancient road which went from Oxford to Leicester. 

Many generations have worshipped there and enjoyed the beauty and peace of the present building, much of which dates from the late 12th/early 13th century.

The Old School

[image: image7.emf]The church does not have a hall as such but does however have use of the Old School across the road. The Old School is now run as a charity administered jointly by the Churchwardens and Parish Council representatives and chaired by the Priest in Charge. This gives the church a place for meetings and the use of toilet and basic kitchen facilities. The building has recently been further renovated and extended to include a new IT centre for the local community.
The Life of the church in Crick

The electoral roll currently numbers 49. The congregation is a mix of ages, although like most churches there is a preponderance of older people, mainly women. The pattern of services reflects this with regular BCP Holy Communions, All Age Common Worship family services and a baby and toddler’s group called Little Saints. Average attendances at these services are 18, 36 and 12 respectively.

The tradition of the parish is a mixture of BCP and Common Worship. It is comparatively low church. No sacrament is reserved in the church itself. Lay involvement in non-communion services is encouraged. There are rotas for readers and intercessors, several of the participants being children.
We have a prayer group, church visitors group and occasional discussion and study

groups, together with baptism and confirmation preparation. In 2005 there were seven
baptisms, five ‘thanksgiving and blessing’ services, three weddings and seven funerals. Home communion has not featured except on demand.
Education and Social Provision

[image: image8.emf]Children aged between 4 and 11 (Sunday Stars) meet on the first and third Sundays during the Ministry of the Word part of the communion service. There is also the Little Saints group on Mondays. On previous occasions at Easter, Christmas and in the summer we have organise themed craft sessions for primary school age children and younger. These have been very popular, with typical numbers from 40–60 children.
Bell Ringers

[image: image9.emf]Since the fifth century the Christian Church has used bells to call people to worship. They ring joyously for weddings, for victories and in celebration; they toll or ring muffled on occasions of sadness. Above all, bells proclaim that the Church is alive; they remind us of its presence. 

Church bells are part of the ringing tradition - a valuable part of our heritage. With the frames in which they hang they represent the craft of the bell founders and bell hangers through the centuries. Many churches like Crick are proud of their bells. A heritage we have received, it is our responsibility to pass on our bells in good order to the next generation.
There are about 40,000 bell ringers in the British Isles. In most towers one finds a wide cross section of people from all walks of life, from children in their teens to the retired, men and women. They combine to form a band of ringers. For many bell ringing becomes a life-long hobby and a lifetime of service to the Church.

Some fifty Bellringer’s Guilds together cover the British Isles, their prime objective being to ensure that bells are rung regularly for divine worship. Their activities include training ringers, organising bellringer’s meetings and social events, fund raising for bell restoration projects and providing voluntary labour and expertise to reduce the costs of maintaining and restoring belts. 
The members of our local Guild provide instruction at our church. Practice times are at 7.30 – 9.00 pm every Tuesday.

The Church Elliot Organ

Our church is the home of an organ built by Thomas Elliot in 1819 for the Chapel Royal of St.James’s Palace. After a brief period in Milverton it was installed in our church in 1841, the gift of a parishioner, and has been here ever since. The organ is still being played during many of our service and special concerts.

Although in 1979, the organ was given a general overhaul by Bowen of Northampton, there has been further deterioration over recent years.

As a consequence of this we have set up a restoration project to save this listed instrument and we are in the process of applying for funds to help cover the cost. The final figure is just under £180,000 (excluding VAT at 2007 prices).
Parochial Parish Council

The PCC consists of about 12 members and there are two members from Crick on the

Local Ministry Team. The PCC has set up a number of sub-committees to handle Finance, Organ and Fabric Fund Restoration projects.
Parish Finances

The parish has a planned giving scheme. The Stewardship and Renewal campaigns  are reviewed periodically. Regular average weekly giving is £4. Other than individual giving the parish has in recent years benefited from two small Estate Funds. This will cease when the capital is used for repairs for the remaining windows, the tower and the Elliot Organ, as already mentioned. There is a village produce market, an annual fete, various social events, a safari supper and other ad hoc events in times of emergencies such as natural disasters.

Church Repairs

In common with most churches of a similar age and construction, St Margaret’s is in

constant need of repair and restoration. Recently the south porch has been repointed

and releaded and the north windows reglazed. 
The Quinquennial Inspection (2003) has shown up that a number of major works are required, the most serious being the north east window in the chancel and the repointing of the tower. The north-east window was repaired in 2004 and the tower has since been inspected by a steeplejack. This repair work has eaten into some of the available reserved funds but the building is generally sound. 
A “Friends Of St.Margaret’s Organisation” is being set up as a charity to draw interest and funds from the wider community and also to research for suitable grants.
The Future
A report prepared by CPAS in 2003 covers, among other things, improving spirituality, the written word and music in all services. We should maintain the work with existing children and also work with 11-20 year olds and 20-30 year olds without children to improve social contacts outside Sunday worship and boost the Friends scheme. In the next five to ten years we hope to see increased spirituality among our members and a higher quality of worship. We want to see more contact with the community as a whole. 
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