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Rev Michael Haighton, who has written for this newsletter before, expounds this month on a subject very
dear to his heart—church music—in particular, hymns.

Taken for Granted

Most Sundays something happens that we take for

granted and don't think much about it whilst going
through the motions. What is it? Hymn Singing! This is
one of a number of things that is quintessentially British.
As | said, the average hymn
sung on the average Sunday
can quite often go over our
heads, but on other occasions
we have strong opinions. We
mark family gatherings with our
favourites, and they have to be
sung to the right tune, or woe
betide the organist! Even at the
latest Royal Wedding of Prince
William and Kate Middleton we
saw the couple choose a hymn
because it had been sung at
other Royal Weddings.

Why am | teiling you ali this?
Well this year (2011) is the 75™
Anniversary of the Hymn
Society. ("1 didn't even know it
existed” | hear you say!) Well it does, it has many
members and runs an Annual Conference that includes
a Festival of Praise. It produces a Quarterly Magazine
called The Bulletin as well as occasional papers on a
variety of subjects. There are some well known
members such as Bishop Timothy Dudiey Smith one-
ime Bishop of Thetford and a writer of many good
wymns; Canon Michael Seward and others from
Jifferent denominations.

As a child | loved words and music, and | suppose it
nade sense for me to start my love of hymns very early.
-lke most people my age, born in the 50's | was sent to
Sunday School and | went to the local Methodist
church. Many years later when | preached at this
shurch, an elderly lady said *| can't believe you are a
Vinister, you were quite naughty in my Sunday School
:lass.” Although | know | wouldn't have been perfect, |
vas a little surprised at this remark, so | pressed her for
nore information. She told me that when she
innounced a hymn | said “*No, | want this ocne instead!”
fou see, | was choosing hymns back then!

When older and attending The Parish Church, the
wymns often moved me and sometimes annoyed mel
3y this | mean those that didn't make sense because of
vhere they were placed. For example, there would be a
sommunion hymn in a service without Communion, or
wen worse, a hymn in quite the wrong place in the
wervice. Quite often the final hymn would be Praise to

Yolanda Adams: “How Greaf Thou Ari"
Al the White House in 2010

the Lord Almighty with its line “All ye who hear, now o
His Temple draw near.” | would say crossly, *Hang on,
we aren't drawing near, we're going home."

As | grew up and became a Christian, and
subsequently trained for the
Ministry, my love of hymns
grew with me. My
understanding of their
comrect usage was enhanced
al College and by fellow
Ministers. When | was taught
to play the organ, it followed
that hymn tunes and their
composers would grab my
attention. Even now | know
most of the well known hymn
tunes which are often given
names of places. Sadly, |
don't know of any tunes
called Lilbourne, Yelvertoft or
Crick! However there are
tunes named All Saints and
St. Margarets so that will have to do.

An interesting statistic proved by dates in hymn books
and new ones being compiled, is that the average life
span of a hymnbook's usefulness is approximately 30
years.

So what makes a good hymn? Here | will recall quotes
made by a Vicar in a Parish Magazine | read. The things
he said made sense to me. Each hymn should be in the
right place in the service, it should enhance the theme.
and above all it must be Biblical in content and
Theology, enabling the singers to sing Evangelical
truths. The hymns should vary in metre, (not too many
heavy ones) and if they are not too well known, should
never start or end the service.

So you see, it's not just the case of opening the book
and saying "eeny, meeny, miney mo!" The person
responsible for choosing the hymns should do so
carefully and prayerfully, whilst taking note of the
differing needs of the congregation who will have to sing
them

Permit me to illustrate this with a personal story. Over 30
years ago | went to take a service in a small Chapel in
Cheshire. On my arrival the person with me in the vestry
told me that he and his wife (also present) had recently
lost their 20 year old son in a motor cycle accident. |
looked at my first hymn “To God be the glory, great
things He has done.” It was a fine hymn, but not at all
suitable for that couple in that service, so | promptly
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changed it, and remember we had “Jesus shall reign”
instead.

The person who picks the hymns (and if it is not the
Officiating Minister or Lay Preacher, hymns should
always be in line with the theme) should be a Gate-
keeper keeping out the unsuitable - be it now and again
unsuitable for a particular reason, or always unsuitable
for a variety of reasons — not least poor or wrong
Theology, doggerel etc. Also they should avoid having
the chooser’s favourites, but decide on them prayerfully
for that service with that theme.

The Hymn Society has a lot to celebrate in their short
history. The last 150 years has seen an explosion of
hymns being written, used and published, almost more
than since hymns began to be sung. As a result Events
to celebrate its 75" Anniversary have taken place and
are still taking place all over the country. | and another
Hymn Society member are arranging one for this area
at Daventry Methodist Church on Saturday October 1*
at 4 30pm. We hope (D.V.) to have a group from the St.
Michael Singers also Rev. Chris Idle, a well know hymn
writer and Anglican Minister as our special guests.
Please contact me for details.

Rev. Brian Hoare, a hymn writer and Society member
has written several hymns, including “Bom in Song,
God's pecple have always been singing.” How true.
The Jews sang, the Psalms were sung in Synagogues
and the Temple, and we are still singing today. So next
time you sing & hymn, try to understand that there is
much more to it than placing a hymn in that place in the
worship. Try and think about the truth it conveys from
Scripture, what it says about you and also about God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Above all, what it might be
saying to you — a personal message from the Lord
Himself. Professor Peter Brophy makes an interesting
comment in an article "Singing the faith." | quote —
“Singing raises the spirit and encourages and edifies. It
teaches us more about God and His love and grace,
and develops our sense of community, In singing we
can find ourselves in a thin place, where the veil
between heaven and earth is almost invisible, as we
join with the angels in singing to our Creator God."

So spare a thought for the person who chooses the
hymns, praying they might pick them wisely and
prayerfully. Perhaps you could also do some research
and see if the tune andlor the words have a story
connected to them, many do. This year Barbara and |
went to the Theatre, and the play opened and closed
with a hymn of which | knew the words but not the tune.
At home | made an Internet search about the tune they
sang, and | found that it was written for use in Rugby
School. | found that fascinating.

| love writing hymns (when inspired) and | also love
singing them, both the old ones and some modem
ones, they all have their place.

As a young man in the congregation one Sunday, when
the Minister announced the second hymn, the plaintive
voice of his six year old son rang out across the
church, "Oh daddy, not another hymn!" | hope you don't
think like that, but rather, like the Psalmist in Psalm 95
verse 7 say “Oh come let us sing to the Lord, let us

The Licensing and Installation
of Revd. Sarah Brown

| think it was in the mid 'nineties’ that | first saw Sarah, in
one hand holding a hymn book and Edward her baby
son cradled on the other side, singing lustily on her way
to the choir stalls with the other members of All Saints’
Yelvertoft choir—with the beatific smile on her face that
all who know her know also that it can tum into a
mischievous twinkle instantly. l—and | suspect many
others also—wondered how she managed seemingly
effortlessly to keep her baby tranguil while singing so
joyfully. As | got to know her better, mainly through this
newsletter which she edited at the time, | realised that
this young woman was able to take all the work that was
thrown at her, perhaps not in her stride, but because of
her energy and capacity to dig deeply, and most of all
her growing faith and integrity.

To achieve her ambition of becoming a non-stipendiary
vicar she took a part-time evening job as well as her day
job, and so progressed through her studies. As many of
you will remember she regaled us with the often hilarious
situations she occasionally experienced.

Then having successfully completed her studies she was
ordained and became curate at Welford Parish Church, |
can say personally that she became much loved by her
parishioners there and they will miss her. She was made
Team Vicar in the Daventry Team Ministry with her own
parishes of Braunston and Ashby St Ledger on
Saturday 18th June 2011.

The Bishop of Peterborough gave his sermon based-on
John chapter 21 (the second reading). It was very simple
and yet deeply profound. It made an impact on many
clergy present. The Lord Jesus asks Peter "Do you love
me?" Bishop Donald said this was the most important
guestion and criteria for any minister. He challenged
Sarah and everyone to make this a priority, putting all
other works and dulies to one side and allowing her
ministry to flow from this one question - "Sarah, do you
love Jesus?

We give Sarah our love and best wishes...Ed.
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We're getting there! We have had a £3,000 donation from
the Garfield Weston Foundation — somewhat unexpected
as they receive many requests for grants, but wvery
welcome. We have also been given some smaller
amounts, which are equally welcome, and thank all
concernad.

Forthcoming Events

Scarecrow Weekend

We hope to see you there, preferably enjoying our
cooking.

Northants Historic Churches Ride &
Stride

This will be taking place on Saturday, September 10"
Participation involves having riders or walkers who are
sponsored to visit as many churches as they can, andior
having the church manned in order to keep a register of
visiting riders and striders.

The Trust are prepared to give us £5,000 as long as St.
Margaret's takes part. We will be doing so and are trying
to drum up some active to ride or stride — even if
it's just an amble to Yelvertoft — but, if you are better at
sitting down, you could still help by giving an hour of your
time in church to ensure that participants sign the register.
Please let any committee member know if you can
help.

Sue Milne 824670/milnegreenlands@aol.com

Crick Village Market at
Crick Primary School
Scarecrow Weekend

The next market will be held on Saturday July Sth at
10.00am—12noon. We are please to support the
Scarecrow Weekend. Please continue to support us
at our new venue. All our regular stalls will be there!
Marion 822188 or Anne 822935

Future Market Dates

No Market in August

September 17th

October 1st. (we hope to support Crick Feast)
October 15th.

November 19th

Decenber 10th.

If you would like a stall please get in touch. From
September the cost per stall will be £3.

Anne Bramwell 822935, Marion Davis 822188

Christian Aid Collection in Crick

Mariy thanks to everyone who donated money to
Christian Aid. The village total was £1057.16.
Although this is slightly less than last year, it is still a
great donation, so thank you all very much, Christian
Ald is very grateful to us.
| would like to take this opportunity to thank Alice
Mackintosh for all the hard work she has put in over
many years co-ordinating all the village collections in
the diocese. She has done a stirling job. Thank you
Alice and enjoy your well-earned rest! As from next
year, Harlene Griffiths has agreed to take on the co-
ordinator's role. Thank you Harlene. It is much
appreciated.

Anne Rogers

Thank You

For the third year running this newsletter's printing
costs will be paid for by ‘Acela’, a company in Long
Buckby. This has come about because of the good
offices of Heather Whyment, an employee of 'Acela’.
Heather, for those of you who don't know, lives in
Yelverioft with her husband Carl and is a treasured
employee of the company. She is also a member of
the Local Ministry Team.
On behalf our readers | would like to thank Acela's
CEQ for his generosity and Heather for her kindness.
Ed.
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A Place for Poetry
with Geofy Felliwetl

Betjeman hardly needs an introduction. He was the most popular poet of the late C20th. Most of his poems are
written in traditional forms; many are humorous. He had a wonderful eye for significant architectural or period detail
(as one might expect of such an influential champion of Victorian taste), and we feel comfortable in the world he
recreated: the evocative place-names, the church fumishings, the bells and smells, the adolescent crushes. those
great big mountainous sports girls, the pony clubs. It is often through such details that Betieman approaches more
serious, and less comfortable, feelings. In 1829 he wrote to his father (trying, no doubt, to mend a relahnnsrup which
had always been difficult): “I do not think that what is said or written matters, but what is felt. Often most “serious”
feelings are expressed in a joke. | very rarely talk about what | really feel."

This poem, so precise in its creation of a particular scene and social period, leaves us finally desolate, not only for
Mrs. Fairclough in her loneliness, but ironically for Clemency too, who will herself grow old.

Youth and Age on Beaulieu River, Hants.,

By John Betjeman
Early sun on Beaulieu water Tulip figure, so appealing,
Lights the undersides of oaks, Oval face so s
Clumps of leaves it floods and blanches, Tree-roofs pass'd and muddy beaches.
All transparent glow the branches On to huge and lake-like reaches,
Which the double sunlight soaks; ' Soft and sun-warm, see her glide —
To her craft on Beaulieu water Slacks the slim young limbs revealing,
Clemency the General's daughter Sun-brown arm the tiller feeling —
Pulls across with even strokes. With the wind and with the tide.
Schoolboy-sure she is this morning; Evening will bring the water,
Soon her sharpie's rigg'd and free. Dawonﬁ:nummmm
Cool beneath a garden awning Clemency, the General's daughter,
Mrs. Fairclough, sipping tea Will return upon the flood.
And raising large, long-distance glasses But the older woman only
As the little sharpie passes, Knows the ebb-tide leaves her lonely
Sighs our sailor girl to see: With the shining fields of mud.

Bishop of Brixworth consecrated at Westminster Abbey

Canon John Holbrook was consecrated as Bishop of Brixworth by the Archbishop of Canterbury at
Westminster Abbey on 2 June, bringing him a step closer to starting his ministry in our diocese. From St
Peter's Day on 29 June, when he is welcomed at Peterborough Cathedral, he will be fully installed and ready
to begin work. ‘

The consecration at Westminster Abbey was an exciting
occasion for Bishop John and his family but he says, “I'm even
more excited by the prospect of working alongside Bishop
Donald serving the people of the Peterborough Diocese.
Everyone has made us so welcome — we look forward to living
and working here.”

Bishop Donald and members of the senior staff were amongst
those taking part in the service at the Abbey. Clergy and others
from our diocese were also there. -
The sermon was preached by Canon Robin King, vicar of a - == - ;
group of churches in Suffolk and Bishop John's brother-in-law. ' Rm o page &
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Scripture Check —Encouraging us to delve into
God'’s Word. this month lan iooks at Joshua ch24 vs 14-24 (ESV)

[Joshua addresses the Israelites at Shechem] “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it
is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in
the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord.”

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods, for it is the Lord
our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those
great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we
passed. And the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will
serve the Lord, for he is our God."

But Joshua said to the people, "You are not able to serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will
not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do
you harm and consume you, after having done you good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the
Lord.” Then Joshua said to the people, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to
serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and
incline your heart to the Lord, the God of Israel.”" And the people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve
and his voice we will obey.”

Comment:
The ‘River’ refers to the Euphrates in what is present day lrag. Like Moses before him who led the Israelites
out of slavery in Egypt, Joshua had faithfully led the people in taking possession of the promised land, and was now
well advanced in years and not expecting to live long. Gathering all the people together he challenged them
regarding their commitment to the Lord — would they keep faith with God who had done so much for them since their
ancestor Abraham had responded to God's call? Not mincing his words he warned them of the consequences of
turning fo foreign gods, that they would be destroyed The people, however, said, “No, but we will serve the Lord. ™
Then they emphasised their deliberate choice by confirming, “We are witnesses.”
Weil, the subsequent history of the Israelites showed how often many of them backsiid from this firm commitment
and suffered the consequences, including captivity in Babylon. Yet there was always a remnant of the people thaf
remained faithful to the Lord. Again and again the Lord renewed his promise, through the prophets, to uphold and
lead this remnant until finally, in Isaiah, we encounter God's plan for the ‘Righteous Branch' [Jesus Christ], the
saviour. This was God's ultimate solution to the problem of mankind's rebellion, a solution open to all nations, not
just the Israelites. However, just as those ancient Israelites made a choice and suffered the consequences if they
rejected God, so we too must take responsibility for our choice. If we choose to reject Jesus Christ. then that will
entail consequences.

lan Mackintosh

(from page 4)

In his address he said:

"Too many people are pigeonholed into one of two extremes, of either, or.
But what is wrong with both, and; to be critical and gracious, to express
faith and doubt? The trouble with the either, or approach is that it is too
easy. The world is not desperate for black and white answers but for
answers that make sense.”

Canon King expressed the hope that the new bishops (the Revd
Jonathan Meyrick was consecrated as Bishop of Lynn at the same
service) would not only be "guardians of faith” but also "adventurous,
daring, exploring” and that they would "release people's imagination
rather thanconstrain it."

From the Diocesan Magazine :

Resource, July 2011. ! &

Canon John Holbrook consecrated as Bishop of Brixworth at
Westminster Abbey







