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From “The Daily Telegraph" of the 14th July comes the following article by the Rev.Dr, Peter Mullen:

Defrosting Your Fridge Won’t Save You

A trendy agenda is more of a threat to the Church than dwindling congregations.

The Genaral Synod is not noted for its apocalyptic
prophecies, but at its current meeting in York the Rev
Dr Patrick Richmond, a synod member from Morwich,
issued a tarrifying waming: “The perfect storm we can
see arriving fast on the horizon is the ageing
congregations.” He added the perhaps unintentionally
hilarious metaphor, “Congregations will start falling
through the floor through natural wastage.” And there |
was thinking it was only the old floorboards under the
aisle.

By “natural wastage” he means “dying”, since the
average age of the person in the pew - and there are
vanishingly few of them - is now 61. Dr Richmond
continues: “Another 10 years on, some extrapolations
put the Church of England as no longer functionally
extant at all.” Actually, many of us on the traditional
and conservative wing of the Church would say that
much of it has not been “functionally extant” for a long
time — though we would not use that sort of
bureaucratic jargon.

Frankly, much of the Church has been mad for
decades. There has been a general infantilisation at
work. It is not so long since the archbishops of
Canterbury and York put their names to a Lent booklet
distributed to all the parishes. They wrote the foreword
to three guides: one for The Family, one for Adulis
and Youth and the other for Kids.

These glossy booklets feature Mr Men-style cartoons
which we must suppose represent the general public.
Achingly politically correct, with all races represented
- but no fat people or smokers — and dumbing down
beyond the farthest reaches of infantilisation, the
booklets urge us to: “Do fun things together. Create a
space in your home.. a comer of a room.. an

understairs cupboard.. make a prayer den using
furniture and blankets... gather some objects that are fun
1o touch, feel and smell: a piece of velvet, feathers, a
tray of sand, lavender bags or pine cones.”

And what are we supposed to do in the prayer den?
“Take in some pebbles, shells or feathers...” presumably
to demonstrate impeccable ecumenical relations with
pnmitive animists and tree-huggers. And prayers are
indeed supplied: “Dear God, make wrong things right... "
But this is not praying to God, only the sentimental wish-
fulfilment of appealing to Father Christmas or the Tooth
Fairy. We are even educated as to the correct manual
acts to perform while making this desolate prayer.
“Shake your finger from side to side for 'wrong' and then
do thumbs up for ‘right'." You feel there should be a
caution not to do this near a window in case the
neighbours see you and phone for the men in white
coats.

Lent involves us, we are instructed, in acts of practical
devotion and kindness. So: “Give a lollipop to your
lollipop person.”

Of course, as always in the Church of England these
days, the sheer blithering inanities only faintly disguise
the right-on political hard sell: “Email or write io your MP
about a global poverty issue”; “Buy a Fairtrade Easter
egg”. But what if you understand that so called Fairtrade
does nothing to help the poor, and that what is required
is free trade instead?

The only orthodoxy we find in these booklets is
anvironmentalist demagoguery and the pagan
superstition of global warming: *Help lighten our load on
the planet... defrost your fridge and find out how climate
change affects poorer people... help stop global climate
change: recycle your rubbish, use both sides of the
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paper.” For what purpose?

But there are outposts of sanity even in our decayed
institution, and these are the traditional Churches,
High, Low or Broad, where the faith has not been
dumbed down or accommodated itself to the prevailing
secular fashions. In our church of St Michael's
Cornhill , for instance, we have seen the congregation
increase fenfold in the last 13 years. And this is
because the people of St Michael's are not typical of
the grinning apparatchiks who rule the Church with a
trendy Lefty agenda to rival anything produced by the
BBC. These ara people who have a passion for
theology, who use at all services the matchless King
James Bible and Book of Common Prayer, and who
have no inclination to subscribe to the MNoddy liturgies
and bad news Bibles of the theological and literary
philistines in the synod and on the Liturgical
Commission.

There is something else which must be said in the face
of Dr Richmond's awful warning: news of the death of
the Church of England has frequently been greatly
exaggerated. Even in these foolish and enervated
times, the Church still contains life enough to make
sure that it not only survives but prospers. There was
that promise, remember, that the gates of Hell would
not prevail against it. All | can say is that the gates of
Hell are having a damned good try.

The Rev Dr Peter Mullen is Rector of St Michael's
Cornhill in the City of London, and Chapilain to the
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St Margaret's Church PCC Committee
wishes to extend a hugqm-nkynu to
“Everyo
Including ﬂhhlhn unm, china supplier,
front of house, waitresses, washer-uppers, all other
exhibitors/stands,

logistics/set up and breakdown support, etc
who kindly contributed and helped with the Vintage
Tea Room held during the recent Scarecrow

This renowned choir, one of the UK's principal
providers of baroque and classical music outside
London, will be perfm'mng at St. Margaret's on
Saturday, October 15", at 7.30pm, conducted by their
founder/director D. F'anainpe Rapson. Joining us will
be Peterborough Cathedral's organist and director of
music, Andrew Reid.

tems will include:

Waeslay Blessed be the God and Father
Mendelssohn Organ sonata

Waeslay Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
Nares The souls of the righteous
Bach Toccata and Fugue in D minor

Don't miss the chance to enjoy this musical treat,
together with a glass of wine and light
refreshments.

TICKETS £15, or £8 to members of the Friends of
St. Margaret's

To learn more, contact Nigel Howard (823390) Or
Sue Milne (824670).

weekend
The event was a great success!
Thank You ﬁ%
sharing Jesus
from ‘August’

Now came fulfilment of the year's desire;

The tall wheat, coloured by the August fire,
Grew heavy-headed, dreading its decay,

And blacker grew the elm-trees day by day.
About the edges of the yellow comn,

And o'er the gardens grown somewhat outwom
The bees went hurrying to fill up their store;
The apple-boughs bent over more and more;
With peach and apricot the garden wall

Was odorous, and the pears began to fall

From off the high tree with each freshening breeze.

William Morris (1834-96)

(Not exactly 7€ Place for Paetry”, but Geoff
Helliwell is taking a ‘Sabbatical’. | hope, we hope,
he puts pen to paper before too long.

| shall be away for August and Alan Chantler has

kindly consented to bring out the September edition
of TCN. His email address is on the back page. Ed.
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on Wednesday 21st September
Hundred Club at 7.30pm e

The latest winners were: June - 1%, Ann Ward, 2. Vicky
Mynolt July - 1"_Ann Tiemey, 2™. Jacky Dunkley
The new year for membarship of the club starts in August. To
renew your membership or perhaps join for the first time,
contact Jean Garner (822446) or Ann Ward (823314).

Two Great Weekends

The first weekand in July saw FOSM at Hollowell Steam. We
wara thare both days with gingerbread men, teddies etc. for
small people to decorate. The 50 pance charge was sean as
very reasonable, especially as the biscuils could be eaten
afterwards. Although our stand was not in the most prominarnt
position, we still made a profit of

£60.50. Our paricipation may also qualify us for a donation
from the organisation. All money made at the Hollowall rallies
is distributed to charities and, from 2005 to date, we have
received a total of £1,900.

The next weskend was, of course, the Scarecrow Ewvent,
Craig's trusty gazebo was again pressed into service on both
days while we cooked burgers and hot dogs until we smelt like
an old bonfire! We were delighted to make a profit of £427.04
and to be given a further £46.30 by Debbie, who made more
gingerbread for decoration.

It was a pleasure to see so many people out and about
enjoying thamselves and | hope our helpers had as much fun
as | did. Many thanks to all.

Forthcoming Events

Curry and Cassercle Nights: The dates of the first 3 nights
have been fixed for October 28", November 25" and January
20", all Fridays. As previously, all will be at the Old School at
7.45 for Bpm at a cost of £11 per parson.

Crick Feast: FOSM will be doing teas in church on the
aftemoon of Saturday, October 2™ and catering for the
Harvest Supper after the service on the following evening.
Far practical purposes, we will ask you to buy a ticket for the
meal in advance, For further details, see next monih's issua.
Fiori Musicali: Saturday, October 15™ will see St.
Margaret's hosting a concert by this renowned choir,
together with Andrew Reid, the organist of
Peterborough Cathedral. See separate entry for mora
information.

Christmas Events:

We will again be organising “A Light for a Loved One'. Another
children's activity night and concert are in the planning stage.

Sue Milne 824670/milnegreenlands &@aol.com

All are warmly invited to this year's Alpha
“Taster”. A stand alone evening, a foretaste
of our Autumn Alpha Course.

Peterborough Diocesan Shoebox
Bible

All Saints’ Yelvertoft children participated in the
amazing creation of a ‘Shosbox Bible’, the idea of
Stephen Partridge the Director of Education, to
celebrate the 400™ anniversary of the King James
Bible. Children from schools and churches tumed
nearly 3000 shoeboxes into 3D depictions of all the
books of the Bible, which were then displayed in the
Cathedral. | spent a very enjoyable time helping at a
schools' workshop day and was able to see how the
boxes had been placed in position to represent the
pages of an open book. | was delighted to see the
Yelvertoft boxes forming the top of the '‘page’ of the

book of John's gospel!
Sheila Robertson

Crick Village Market

The next village market will be (in Crick Primary
School) on 17th September. No August market,
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From the Diocese of Peterborough—Magazine Resource—August 2011
The Bishop of Brixworth writes:

Reminders of a bishop’s pastoral role

At the magnificent St Peter's Day celebration in the cathedral, which
included my welcome to the diocese, | was presented with the lovely
Brixworth crozier (pictured) as a sign of my new ministry in
Northamptonshire, Rutland and Peterborough.

The crozier was first given to Bishop Paul Barber and was then passed on
to Bishop Frank and now to me. The inscription is a reminder of All Saints
Brixworth and the crozier itself is a sign that bishops are called to follow
and serve the Good Shepherd, our Lord Jesus Christ, and that our
pastoral role flows from the ministry of God in caring for the world.

It is a huge privilege to be invited to serve among you as one of your
Bishops and | have been overwhelmed by the warmth of your welcome.
Thank you. In particular | have been really encouraged by the assurance
of your prayers. | look forward to getting to know you and the area better,
sharing lite and faith with you, caring for each other and praying together that we might make a difference to our
communities.

A number of people have asked about my less formal personal pastoral staff that was presented by the Archbishop
of Canterbury in Westminster Abbey. It is a simple long walking stick, as used by shepherds in the Holy Land today
and it comes from the famous rose-red city of Petra in Jordan which is carved out of the solid rock.

The local name for Petra is Wadi Musa and it has long been associated with the story of Moses striking a rock with
his staff and God providing a spring of refreshing water for the thirsty Israelites. The staff reminds me of my
responsibility to ensure that everyone is able to find the spiritual refreshment of God's life-giving water.

Many years ago | enjoyed a gap year in Jordan. My staff comes from a more recent pilgrimage. It was lovingly
vamnished and prayed over by a fellow pilgrim and holds good memories of walking together in Christian friendship.

| lock forward to walking together with you in the years ahead.

+John, Bishop of Brixworth

Searching for the fastest sausage catcher!

St Mark’s Church in Welling-borough recently played host to 19
dogs, two guinea pigs and a rabbit, along with many people from
their local community, when they hosted a Pet Show and Blessing
on the green outside the church.

Mr Noah (played by the event organiser Peter Storey, complete with
rainbow and model ark) opened the show and the judging was done by
Sally-Anne Roberts, a Registerad Veterinary Nurse. The classes
included the fastest sausage caftcher, the waggiest tail and the scruffiest
dog!

As they are not planning a summer fair this year, church members g
expanded the event to include 12 stalls, children’s activities and crafts, and a DVD re-telling of the story of Noah. In
all they raised over £600.

“It was lovely to see so many people taking part and enjoying themselves,” said the Revd Mandy Cuthbertson who
blessed the animals.

The organisers thought they might need a real ark when there was a sudden downpour before the Pet Show started.
But the sun came out and the afternoon was warm and dry.

Peter Storey got the idea for making his large scale ark from a training session given by Rona Orme, Children’s
Missioner. He used an old bird table and some plywood.
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Scripture Check —Encouraging us to delve into
God'’s Word. rhis montn lan looks at Esther ch4 (NIV)
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s for the king to extend the gold sceptre to him and spare his Iife. But thirty days have passed since | was called
e .

he to
wmm#mmmmw had said. Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, “All

g

Jews will arise from another place, but you and your family will perish. And who knows but that you have
come for such a time as this?" Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: "Go, gather together all the
Jews are in Susa, and fast for me Dnrﬁmwﬁinkforﬂmdnﬁ.niﬁwﬁduy.Inhﬂrrryrniﬁdswilfmas

Comment;

The story of Esther is a fascinating one of rags to riches, a captive orphan to the queen of the land. She had been
raised by her uncle Mordecai, an upright man who had uncovered a plot against the king which he reported to him
through Esther. Mordecai had antagonised the noble, Haman, by refusing to bow to him, whereupon Haman hatched
his plot to kill not just him but all of the Jews in captivity.

On hearing about all the wailing, Esther's first thought was to comfort Mordecai but he did not accept her gift. Having
found out the whole story and having been asked by her uncle to plead for the lives of the Jews before the king, she
at first baulked for the good reason that anyone who approached the king, without a summons, was put to death
[unless the king extended his golden sceptre — an action she clearly thought unlikely, even to his own queen].
Mordecai's answer to this is instructive — he expressed a belief that the Jews would be rescued anyway [throughout
the OT there is the promise of God's delivering a remnant], but that she and her father's family would perish. Was
not Esther in her position for just such a time?

Well she did pluck up courage and went to see the king. [You can read all about what happened in the remaining

chapters of the book of Esther!]
lan Mackintosh

The animals came on in pears...Answers given in a primary school RE test.

. The Egyptians wara all drowned in the desert, After that Moses = Lot's wife was a pilow of salt during the day and a ball of fire at

weant up the mount of cyanide o get the ten commandments. night.
Adam and Eve were creatad from an apple trea. - mmmummmmwu'mﬂwma
. Neah's wite was Joan of Ark. Moah built the ark and then the |ezebal called Delitah.
animals came on in pears. . The first commandment was when Eve told Adam 1o eat the
. The Jews ware a proud people and throughout history thay had apple.
trouble with the genitals. . Wmthﬂmemth.
. Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the aposties. . The epistles were the wives of the aposties,
. Masas led the Jews to the red sea whera they made . Christians are only allowed one wife and this is called
unleavenad bread which is bread made without any ingredients. monotony,

. Jesus was bom because Mary had an immaculate conception,







