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‘Happiness’

After a little, near hysterical pressure from me, Margie Chantler, diffidently submitted the following which |
hope will make us think and perhaps brighten up the autumn days to come...ed.

“Some cause happiness wherever they go;
others whenever they go”. Oscar Wilde

Last week | drove up fo
Lymm, near Manchester, and
on the way, on the peaceful
but extremely expensive ME
Toll road, | had the most
brilliant idea for this article
which | had rashly promised
to write. | drove on feeling
thankfully pleased with myself
and happy in the knowledge
that this task would now be a

piece of cake. After
transacting my business in
Lymm | drove home

cheerfully, made a cup of tea
and went into my study only
to discover that | had
completely forgotten the
brilliant bit of my idea and,
having only a vague clue to
the subject matter, |
abandoned it, and so0 am now
writing this one instead. (Mot
really a piece of cake at all
and with brilliance faded out
of sight)

Lately | have been pondering
on happiness. The word
seems to have arisen in
various contexts and made
me wonder. Several
questions occur to me. What is happiness, of what
does it consist? How is it to be achieved? Indeed, can it
be achieved? s it a gift, or is it a right?

| have tried pretty unsuccessfully to address these
questions.  First, what is happiness? The Oxford
Shorter Dictionary says that it is "Good fortune,
slccess. Pleasant appropriateness, felicity, deep
pleasure in, or contentment with, one's circumstances”.
That seems to me a description that cannot be bettered.

The next question is can it be achieved, and if so, how?
Or, possibly, what is it that produces the state that the
dictionary describes? | remember in my youth being
told that | must work hard to achieve financial
independence because without this position, health and
happiness could not be mine. Also around that time |

that if |
SIEANGEE. i b s (Dots definitely equalled

read various romantic stories which seemed to suggest
could only find the right tall dark

happiness in those days).
However, looking back over the
ensuing 50 years | have
observed that it is possible to be
happy without much money, so
long as there is enough for
essentials, a person can be
8 utterly miserable with millions in
the bank and position could take
you in either direction. Having
work that is enjoyable and
fulfilling is an important factor in
happiness, but not all work is
like that, and not every person
with a fulfilling job is happy.
Anyway, if we are to say that
happiness is achievable only by
hard work, what are we saying
about people who are unable to
work, for whatever reason? Are
they to be condemned to
continual unhappiness?

If happiness cannot simply be
achieved in the way that wealth
might be, is it a gift or a reward?
If this is the case why aren't
more blameless people happy?
It seems o me that there are
many good and worthy people
who try hard to do wonderful
things for others and are made
extremely sad by it. This leads me to wonder, if such
people shouwld be happy, is happiness a right? It would
seem that many people think it is although sometimes
this is rather hard to swallow. A friend of mine, who was
a teacher, told me a story about a child who was
obviously disturbed by his mother's frequent change of
partners. The mother defended herself by saying
know he is upset, but | do have a right to happiness,
domt 17" My friend commiserated, but told me that
inside her head a voice was screaming “MNo, you don't —
not at the expense of someone else”. After all, even the
Americans in their Declaration” of Independence only
state a person’s night to pursue happiness, not to
possess it

Since there seem o be no satisfactory answers to these
questions, are they the wrong questions? (P.T.0)
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Perhaps after all happiness is not some goal or cbject,
something that we have, or do not have. Perhaps it is
simply what we are, or what we can be. | think this may
account for the otherwise unaccountable fact that so
many people remain happy when they seem to have
good reason not to be and, conversely, why some
people are not happy whatever good things may come
their way.

So there we have it, in order to be happy we simply
have to be happy. Rather hard on those who are not,
but unless we subscribe to the notion that most of life is
beyond our control, the remedy is in our own hands.
Be a Pollyanna; think positively; all those demands to
cheer up are a bit hard to take at troubled times, even
for usually happy souls. Probably what most of us
cherish is normality. After a time of trauma we are
always looking forward to “getting back to nomal’.
However, eventually, after a passage of time, whatever
our changed life is becomes the norm, and so we can
be happy with that.

Even if you are a really happy person it is not possible,
or necessary, to be happy all the time, non-stop. Up
and downs are inevitable. My mother once said that
she thought people who never felt deeply miserable
would never feel deeply joyful either. | think there is
something in this; the old saying about swings and
roundabouts comes to mind. There is a balance to
everything, being on an even keel could be rather dull:
but it could also be very comfortable. Perhaps the best
that any of us should hope for is that our lives will be
not too eventful, or too dull, and that someone will love
us enough when we are alive to pray for our soul when
we have gone. Who knows? Not me.

Margie Chantler

Crick Organ Restoration 2nd
Anniversary Concert

You may be aware that St.Margaret's Church in Crick,
Northamptonshire is the home of a pipe organ built by
Thomas Elliot in 1819. Thanks to the generosity of a
number of supporters, including the Heritage Lottery
Fund, the organ was fully restored by Goetze and
Gwynn Lid. in 2009,

To celebrate the second anniversary of the completion
of the restoration, Fiori Musicali Choir wil be
performing a special concert on Saturday 15th October
2011 at 7.30pm in St Margaret's Church, Crick,
Northamptonshire. Andrew Reid, organist from
Peterborough Cathedral, will accompany the choir and
play one of Mendelssohn's Organ Sonatas and Bach's
famous Toccata and Fugue in D minor We would like to
extend an invitation to you to attend this event. Tickets
are £15 each, including refreshments - please contact
Nigel Howard on 01788 823390 or Sue Milne on 01788
824670 if you would like to reserve tickets. Tickets will
also be available at the door, on the night. (Buy one full
price ticket and you can bring 2 children, students or
unemployed FREE). The proceeds will benefit the

Church and Organ restoration funds.

A copy of the press release and poster to publicise the
event is attached to this email. Please could you pass
on this information to anyone else you think might be
interested.

Details about the restoration project can be viewed on
our web site at URL:
http:/fwww.crick.org.uk/organresioration

Come and worship at Choral Festival Evensong

Around sixty choirs from across the diocese have
been busy rehearsing music for this year's
Diocesan Choral Festival. The festival service is on
Saturday 8 October at 5.30pm at Peterborough
Cathedral and everyone is welcome to come.

This year the festival celebrates the 400th anniversary
of the King James Bible. Andrew Reid, Musical
Director, has composed new settings for the evening
canticles using texts from the King James version of 5t
Luke's Gospel "I've written them so that they can be
used by small church choirs in four parts (with or
without organ) as well as by the cathedral and festival
choirs,” he said. For Andrew, enthusing singers and
enriching the repertoire of choirs in our churches is one
of the key aims of the festival. "Music is such a powerful
God-given tool for worship,” he says. “It's thriling to
work with so many people who really care about choral
music in worship. Choirs now exist only in some of our
churches, and it's important for the future of music in
worship that they thrive.”

Bill Wright, secretary to the festival, is looking forward

to this year's service. "We are expecting the biggest
attendance for the last five years judging by the interest
shown in the rehearsals” he said. Preliminary
rehearsals have been held at venues around the
diocese but all the choirs finally come together at the
cathedral on the afternoon of 8 October, to practice
prior to the service at 5.30pm. The Dean of
Peterborough Cathedral, Charles Taylor, will give a
series of short talks during the service, which will use
the traditional Evensong liturgy. There will also be a
presentation of Royal College of Church Music Awards
to singers from the diocese. Thinking ahead to next
year Andrew Reid says: °| would strongly encourage
singers to have the confidence to take par, because we
are all imperfect ministers and need each other's
encouragement and guidance in our ministry. Singing
with hundreds of others does give you a buzz, and
enlarges your vision of what is possible.” You can be
part of the congregation and join the choirs in their
worship.

www.pdclf.org. uk
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100 Club

September's winners were: 1* Gerry Davis, 2™ Elizabeth
Smith .
A few spare numbers remain. For details, ring Jean
Garner on 822446.

Northants Historic Churches
Ride & Stride

This took place on September 10". The weather was
kind to us and we had a good number of cyclists and
walkers, including Crick Scouts, who had obtained
sponsorship to visit as many churches as they could, the
money going towards the restoration of old churches such
as ours. Thanks to all who took part, including
manning the churches, or sponsored somebody. We
hope now to receive the £5,000 promised to us by the
Trust and, also, to ensure it remains an annual event

The amount raised in sponsorship will be published as
s00n as possible.

Forthcoming Events
CURRY NIGHTS

The first Curry and Casserole night of the season will be
on Friday, October 28th at the Old School, at 7.45 for
8pm.

Eat as miuch as you like for £11 per head.

All welcome
For further details, ring Sue Milne on 824670

Christmas:

We will once again be having our ‘Light for a Loved
One'. For £10, which goes towards the restoration,
you can remember someone from whom you are
parted. One of the yew trees in the churchyard will be
illuminated with simple white lights, whilst a Christmas
tree inside the church will bear the names of all those
being remembered. As in previous years, David Lake
will say a few words and the lights will then be
switched on. They will remain lit until Twelfth Night.
This year's switch-on will be on Sunday, December
4™, at 4.30 pm.

Children's Activity Night — Friday, December 16",
Christmas-themed fun for the children. Further
details next month.

Watch out for our Christmas cards, which will be
on sale shortly.

Restoration

It may appear that not much is happening as far as the
tower is concerned. This is partly due to a delay over
obtaining suitable stone. Progress is, however, being
made on the windows, some of the glass having been
taken away for work to be done. It seems increasingly
unlikely that the November 18™ finish will be met and
50 we are not yet setting a date for a service of
celebration. Let's hope the predictions of another deep
freeze are wrong! Sue Milne

Operation Christmas Child
Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Boxes

It is that time of year again when we need to think
about shoe boxes and the bits and bobs to go in them!
The collection takes place in November so no panic,
we have time!

We did well last year but as always there is room for
improvement. May | ask you all to think about
supporting this so worthy event please? We will sort
collection centres later on, so please loock out for
posters around the village with more details. If you
would like more information now, please feel free to
contact me.

Thanks, Marion Davis, 822188: you can also find me
at the monthly Village Markets in Crick Primary
School.

Village Market Dates
Crick Primary School

October 1st, with Crick feast.
Cetober 15th

Both at 10am—12noon. Stalls £3.
Contact: Anne Bramwell, 822935 or
Marion Davies, 822188.
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Recent articles in the ‘big issue’, ‘The Daily Telegraph’ and other newspapers have debated on the
desirability of keeping hospital chaplains and who should pay them. Readers letter to the 'big issue’ show
an overwhelming response to keep hospital chaplains, but...

Who Should Pay?

Joy Harris of the 'big issue’ compiled the following:

Late last year, Dorothy Staples celebrated with her
family, overjoyed to become a great-grandmother. The
80-year-old from Solihull, West midlands, knew the
tiny girl had a rare heart condition—which they have
since discovered runs in the family—but she was a
battier.

This April they celebrated again as they were told a
serious operation had been a complete success. But
the next day, joy turned to grief as the little girl died
unexpectedly at just six months old. In shock they
turned to Rev. Nick Ball, the hospital chaplain, who
had supported them through gruelling times at
Birmingham Children’s Hospital. Although the baby
died elsewhere, he raced o their side, conducted a
blessing and later the funeral and burial services.

“l don't know where we would be without him," says
Daorothy. “He's constantly in touch and still there for us
if needed. His wife has been wonderful too. Everyone
still distraught, but without Nick, I'm not sure we
would have got through it at all. The service he
provides cannot be measured in money terms,”

It was all so different for Dorothy 42 years ago, when
her three-day-cld son (also with a heart defect) died.
After birth he was taken to a different hospital building-
she never saw or held him—and it took more than 30
years to find his grave.

“The matron woke me at 6.30am to tell me he had died
and my husband was coming to fetch me,” she recalls.
“It was the school holidays and | cried and asked if |
could have a bath as | didn't want my two little girls to
see me in such a state. She said no—l had nothing to
do with the hospital now | had no baby."

Dorothy’'s husband, Neville, was told ‘arrangements
would be made’. “It was just things were in those
days,” explains Dorothy. “There was no professional
support and he didn't want me to be any more upset
by talking about it, so we didn't. Looking back, we
should have. I'd have liked a lithe funeral but never
said so."

The longing to find her son's grave only increased.
After Neville’s death 11 years ago, she confided in a
friend who offered to help. After an initial search
proved fruitless, they discovered a second cemetery
used by the hospital, but were slso initially told there
was no record. “The lady said there was a baby
Staples, but he was buried two months later, When
she told me the name—Nigel James—I knew I'd found
him."

The friends held a graveside service, clutching a blue
helium balloon. “A huge shaft of sunlight shone down
through a cloud—like a stairway. The balloon went up
and up untl we couldn't see it anymore,” Dorothy
recalls. “| had waited so long for that moment.”

She no longer visits, at peace just knowing his final
resting place, but she feels a hospital chaplain might
have taken away the pain sooner. “How can we query
the need for these caring men and women?” she asks.
“If only there had been a ‘Nick’ there for me, this 80-
year-old woman would most probably not still be
grieving.”

(There follows readers’ letters which neary all want the
service to continue even if they can't agree on how the
chaplains should be paid—by the NHS or the ‘Church’. It
seems to be ignored that the Parish Priest very often
makes it his duty to visit parishioners who are ill in
hospital or at home.

Relurning fto the article in the ‘'big issue, the
aforementioned Rev Nick Ball says: "We consider
ourselves a front . :

should pay for the
service is a fair
point and
chaplaincy has to
share in a fair way =
financiailli
constraints - we're
not a special case,
It's right there
should be a
debate , but we are
in no doubt about
the value of the service we provide "

“Alternatives are not always possible. For instance,
Birmingham Children’s is an international hospital, so it
is not just a case of calling in someone from apatient's
local church, which may be in Ireland!”

“We also support and teach staff, so to have a settled
team is much better. It's also better for us. We don't
have many ‘man hug’ moments, but sometimes we, too,
need someone we know to turn to.

“The opportunities are tremendous if you enjoy pastoral
care. It's not just about dying—we have more good
outcomes—and whatever happens it's good to know you
have been a comfort.

“We call ourselves a ministry of listening, but offer much
more if people wish. Not everyone who seeks our
support has a faith, and others question the faith they
have.

"We believe we have a vital role in sharing the process
of health and healing, which includes handling death as
well”

My thanks to the ‘big issue’ for those interviews. If any of
our readers would like to voice their opinions on the
subject, or other topics, please write fo or email the ‘ed’










