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Watery El Dorado

by Andy Wenham

| have been thinking about why it is that | find the need = when necessary. In the British climate we have to make
on a regular basis to leave the comfort of my home,  sure we have a good selection of clothes on board as we
garden and village to live in a 6ft x 6ft x 50ft steel tube. can go from freezing to roasting in a matter of days.
It's got worse since | retired, this tube mania, and my  Having limited space means we must be highly selective
wife's got the bug tool in our choices.

It has been our privilege to - With all this in mind, what
have had the opportunity to . then is the attraction and why
spend time exploring our ever would we want to spend
watermays over the past 50 long going to these places
few years. | don't mean the by boat? Well, it's all about
odd holiday here and there, the journey. Destinations and
although that would be nice, big events can often be
but spending months at a disappointments. The
time on the canals and expectations generated by
rivers of this wonderful the amount of money and
country aboard our much planning and longing
loved narrow boat, Abinitio; expended on reaching
the steal tube. She has holiday destinations often
taken us to London & lead to a let down when you
Liangollen, Sonning and get there and it's not quite
Skipton, Leeds and what the brochure promised.
Lechlade, Manchester and The gritting of teeth at family
Marsworth, Ewvesham and Christmases when one set of
Ellesmere and all sorts of people's routine clashes with
places in between. All another's or the right thing is
journeys that would take no not waiched on the TV.
more than a day in a car or Expectations are surely
by train — some would take astronomical when one has
only hours by plane. But by invested £20000 in a
boat these journeys are wedding!

measured in weeks. Its the unexpected things
A short holiday on a hire that happen on the way that
boat is a relaxing pastime can give the greatest
but living on a narrow boat pleasure. Getting snowed in
for extended periods is a with strangers travelling to
whole new way of life. The boat is like a tiny house the family Christmas and making the most of the
and a motor car all in one. It's built for cruising and is  company and the Dunkirk spirit. Finding the stopover is
self-sufficient in all its services. The engine is it's heart,  better than where you were heading in the first place. |
without which there is no propulsion and no electricity remember a much anticipated holiday on the west coast
to charge the batteries for light in the evenings or to  of America; our only ever visit to the land of the free.
pump water to the taps. Cooking is from on board gas.  Heading for San Francisco and LA we stopped over in
Water is from an on board tank and the loo is self- Chicago for two days and instead of the urban jungle we
contained. Coal fuels the fire in winter. This means  expected, we found a beautiful "seaside city” with lots of
that we always have to be aware of the status of all  friendly peopie to show us around; while San Francisco
these services and where we can top up with diesel, and LA were a lat down for us, Yosemite with it's fabulous
water and gas and empty the loo. We have to know  ice sculpted scenery and San Diego with it's wonderful
where we can get provisions with no car to fall back on ~ beaches and perfect climate were wonderful surprises.

and how and where we can get our washing done. We  \ypap5 this got to do with narrow boats? Well; again — it's

have a small washing machine but it won't deal with  _ Jhout the | .
gl i ; journey. It's slow; never more than 4 mph. It
big items like bed linen — so off to the launderette  paeg you ook at things along the way: the changing
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country side, the wildlife, the changing weather, the
sky, the people, It tumns a narmow network of water into
a whole new world; almost like walking through the
back of the wardrobe into a Narnia without the white
witch — well mostly without her. | think she may have
been in evidence in last winter's big freeze!l. It's a
world where the destination doesn't matter because we
can always move on if we don't like where we've
stopped. If we do like it we can just stay for a while, It's
a world where journeying introduces us to all sorts of
interesting people who have the time to say hello, and
take the time to really talk. It's like walking down the
high street of the longest village in the world.

Even the work involved with keeping the boat
*shipshape® and functioning takes our minds
completely away from the hustle and bustle of
everyday life.

Problems that would feel like disasters at home feel
more like challenges on the boat. Like the time | went
out for the day and on returning found that most of the
diesel had leaked out into the bottom of the boat. Or
the day that someone (name withheld to protect the
guilty!) left a tap on and filled the bottom of the boat
with water. Or when the washing blew into the canal, or
when the bike, our only alternative means of transport,
got knocked off the roof by an overhanging tree. These
crises pale into insignificance compared to the great
feeling of achievement once we've sorted them out,
often with the help of random strangers, and the
wonderful experiences and unplanned pleasures we
find along the way.

The sky is bigger on the water, the stars are brighter at
night because we can stay in remote places. | shall
never ever forget one paricular sunset over the
Thames near Bampton in Oxfordshire = the colours
reflected in the water and the quarter moon shining
through a gap in the trees as the sun disappeared. No
planned destination this — just a random mooring
because it looked nice and peaceful.

| was musing on all this when | thought of the old
saying “It's better to travel hopefully than to arrive”
thinking it just about sums things up and wondering
who first said it. | found that it's a paraphrase of the last
line of an essay by Robert Louis Stevenson called El
Dorado. It's a wonderful little piece expressing an early
Taoist saying: "the journey is the reward”, in which RLS
points out that the only destination we can be sure of in
life is death and finishes with the line "Little do ye know
your own blessedness; for to travel hopefully is a better
thing than to arrive, and the true success is to labour.”
Let's all help each other to enjoy the journey and its
challenges!!

Andy Wenham

if you havent read R L Stevenson's essay El Dorado
you can find it al:
www.readbookonline.netfreadOnLine/8384

For more about inland waterways.
www.mgg.cm

Gone Missing?

Whao took the ‘Christ’ from 'Christmas'?
That's what | want to know.
I've piles of cards with robins
And teddies in the snow;
There's a partridge in a pear tree,
Gold bells all in a line...
But Jesus in the manger?
Of Him there is no sign.
Who took the 'Christ' from 'Christmas'?
There's Panto on TV
With villains, dames and fairies,
All stars from comedy.
There's Dickens and ghost stories,
And films from long ago.
i But is there prime time for the tale
Of Jesus Christ? Why, no.
Whao took the 'Christ’ from 'Christmas'?
We put up tinselled things,
And garland all our front doors
With pretty holly rings.
There's crackers and poinsettias,
There's Santa standing there
Mid plastic lights.
How does this fit
With Christ's own stable bare?
Whao took the 'Christ from "Christmas’?
The children hear the story
Of Santa and helping elves,
Not of the angels' glory.
We're multi-ethnic now, you see,
Carols may cause offence.
No play group acts "Nativity’,
Or can its wonders sense.

If you take “Christ' from 'Christmas’,
¥ou'll eat and laugh and sing
Of Jingle Bells and Wassail,
And never think a thing
About a deeper joy than this,
A Love to reach our hearts.
God's precious way for all of us
Which at Christ's manger starts.

(I don't know the source or author of this: can
anyone help? Ed.)
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100 Club

November's winners were: 1* Jean & Jeff Day, 2™ Bev
Staniforth.

Restoration

“ On a dank Movember mom-
ing a small band of us
climbed to the top of St. Mar-
garet's tower, 120 feet above
ground. It was fascinating to
see at close quarters what
has been done so far, and a
privilege to stand at the very
apex of the tower.

By the time you read this, the
newly gilded weathercock
should be back in place and
the top & layers of scaffolding
removed. Things are really
maoving!

Money

We have now received the £5000 grant from the
Northants Historic Churches Trust and | was very happy
to pass on to them a further £349 which was raised by the
Scouts. Many thanks to them.

The season's first Curry and Cassercle Night was en-
joyed by all and made a profit of £332. Thank you to all
who helped, including Jane Davies who organised a ses-
sion of 'Play Your Cards Right. The next night will have
taken place by the time you read this.

Christmas

FOSM cards are on sale in church and the Post Office
and we have already had a good response o the ‘Light
for a Loved One' (see separate entry for more details if
you would like to sponsor a light). As in the last two years,
in addition to lights on the yew tree, we will have a Christ-
mas tree on top of the font, decorated with white lights
and labeils for those being remembered. Tea and biscuits
will be offered to everyone who attends the switching-on
on December 47

Children’s Activity Night, Friday
December 16"

This promises to be a fun night with tea for the little ones,
hands-on activities and singing. It will be held in St. Mar-
garet's from 4.30 to 6.30 pm with entry by ticket only.

Watch out for posters around the village.

Forthcoming Events

Curry nights will resume in January. Two concerts
involving young people are in the planning stage and
we intend to organise a service of celebration to mark
the completion of the first phase of the restoration,
although, for obvious reasons, we cannot yet fix a
date.

We are also making plans for an event during the Dia-
mond Jubilee holiday and will again be participating in
the Hollowell Steam Rally and Crick Scarecrow Week-
end.

Sue Milne 824670/milnegreenlands@aol.co

Samaritans Purse Shoe Boxes

Thanks to everyone who supported this worthwhile
cause this year,
Crick Village sent about 40 shoe boxes which have
been taken to Brixworth Collection Centre. Thanks to
Crick Primary School and St Margaret's Church for
their help.

Marion Davis

A Light for a Loved One 2011

The Friends of St. Margaret's invite you to remember
a loved one from whom you are parted this Christmas.
For £10 you can sponsor one of the simple white
lights on the tree in the churchyard. These will be
switched on during a short service on Sunday, De-
cember 4", at 4.30pm, and remain lit until Twelfth
Night.

In addition, and if you wish, details of each person to
be rememberad will be recorded on a small tree, also
decorated with white lights, inside the church.

If you have taken part before, you will be receiving a
letter shortly but for details, ring Dave or Sue Milne
on 824670.

Crick Village Market

Crick Primary School

on December 10th
We look forward to seeing you there.

Contact:
Marion Davies, 822188 or Anne Bramwell, 822935
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John Alexander
4/9/1951 - 25/10/2011.

| write this with great sadness, on the death of my husband, John
Alexander. John was born and lived at Long Lawford, attended
Lawrence Sheriff school, and trained at Leeds Carnegie. We met aged
14, and have been very happily married since 1973. John & |, with lan
and David, moved to Lilbourne in June 1984. John promptly became a
minibus driver, and later chairman of the minibus committee, and was
very much involved in the successful fight to keep the bus for the
village. He was also on the village hall committee for a time, and on the
PCC for much longer — as churchwarden for some years. He had to
give up the hall committee and the PCC as work pressures increased,
but remained deeply committed to village concerns. From teaching at
Brownsover he became deputy head teacher of Paddox school, then,
in 1991, head of Abbots Farm Middle (later Junior) school. Meanwhile,
we had Michael, in 1988. John retired formally in August this year,
although ill-health due to cancer had prevented him from working since
Movember 2010. Of late he was active in the campaign to restore
Lilbourne's church bells, and I'm so very pleased that he knew that the
work had been booked, and that the bells will celebrate their 250"
anniversary next year.

John's funeral took place at the church on Tuesday 1% November, at
1.30pm, with the wake following at the village hall. John had asked that: ‘no black clothes need be worn'l Family
flowers only; he wanted any donations made in his memory to go to the Bells Restoration Fund.

Janys Alexander

Diocesan Events in December Remembrance Sunday

Sunday 11th Christmas Tree Festival at All Saints' In beautiful mild sunny weather on Sunday November
Pitsford. 11am—3pm. 13", Lilbourne held their Annual Remembrance
Britten’s A Ceremony of Carols, 7pm Service on the Green to pay tribute to the fallen in both
Al Saints’ Northampton. Tickets: £10 World Wars and in more recent confiicts. .

(concs) Tel. 01604 632845 It was well attended by villagers and friends and it was

Friday Sth

; ! lovely to see so many well-behaved children

Dr Colin Lamb from the Chapel and Reader lan
Mackintosh from All Saints Church, Yelvertoft, lead the
Service in a moving and fitting manner. The Last Post
and Reveille were beautifully played by Peter Allen with
hymns ably accompanied on the electric organ by Ray
Walker. John Holtom came forward to lay the wreath of
poppies and bible passages were read by Brenda
Lamb and Nigel Morley.

After final prayers and benediction, we were all invited
to' the Chapel for coffee, tea or orange juice, and
biscuits — an opportunity to mingle socially and a very
pleasant finale to our Remembrance Service.

Shirley Morris

3pm at Fotheringhay Church

Saturday 10th Kibworth Band Christmas Concert
At St Mary's, Burton Latimer. Tel.
01536 357676/722901

Monday 12th Pre-school Nativity Service at Peter-
borough Cathedral. Open to Il 12noon

Peterborough Cathedral Christmas
Concert, 7.30pm. Tickets £12.50, under
18s, £6. Tel:01780 7683203.
Saturday 17th Carols and candles at Ketton. The
Cantus Choir, organist James Parsons,

i conductor Alwyn Pollard, 7pm at St.
Mary's, Ketton, £8: 01780 721005 or at
door.

Sunday 18th Candlelit Carol service at 5t John the
Baptist Church, Hartwell, 6pm.

Friday 16th










