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My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ from Yelvertoft,
Crick and Lilbourne, and indeed, wherever you have
come from to be here today, it is really an honour to be
with you, and to share the word of God with you.

When | used to sit in the pew here on a Sunday,
listening to Robert Barlow preach (yes, all those years
ago!) and later of course to David and to lan, | never
imagined that | would be standing up here myself one
day, with the opportunity to offer a word of
encouragement to you, But it is a missionary preaching
order {the Redemptortists) that | have joined, and 50 in
a way today is an important litmus test as to whether |
am barking up the right tree or not in my vocation!

But, Sunday by Sunday as | did come here with my
family, | grew in my faith, by having the word of God
explained, and that growing in faith continues to this
day, just as that growing in faith continues for all of us.

Sometimes it is good just to stop and think, why are we
here today in Church? What would you answer
someone tomarrow at work, or on the high street who
asked you, “So, why did you go to Church yesterday?"

Some might answer: “well, I'm in the choir...”
or: “well, | was doing the reading...”
or: “well, | always go..."

These are all reasonable answers. But perhaps if we
search our hearts, we might come up with the answer
that we came here today because Jesus called us to
be here.

However you ended up coming to church, whether
your parents christened you, or you started coming
because your husband or wife came, or because your
parents made you... or because someone invited you
on an Alpha course: these are ways in which God calls
us to himself, to know him. And why is he calling all of
us? Because he created us and loves us. Do you know
that God is absolutely crazy about you? His greatest
longing is to be united with you, personally, for there to
be nothing between you. You know when you love
someone dearly, you don't want anything to come
between you. Well, it is the same with God, and with
you and me.

And we believe as Christians that one day, Jesus will
return to this earth, to judge the living and the dead.
Jesus tells us that “the Father judges no-one, but has
entrusted all judgement to the Son." (John 5:22) So
this Jesus who loves us, is crazy about us, who died
carrying all the weight of our sins on the cross, is also

going to be our judge.

Charles Randall’s Sermon

On the 30th October at the United Benefice service in Alf Saints’ Yelvertoft the guest speaker was Charles
Randall, Gerry and Lijia’s son who all used to live in Clay Coton and were well-known in the benefice.
Charles has joined the Catholic Church. For those of us who missed his sermon, here it is:

Think about that for a moment. The one who is going to
judge us, is also the one who has saved us. The one who
is going to judge us is also the one who saved us.

That fills us with hope, doesn’t it?

That is the only way in which Jesus’ words to his disciples
today, to us, his disciples can make any sense.

“See that you are not alarmed.”

in today's Gospel, Jesus’ disciples ask him “Tell us {...)
what sign will there be of your coming, and of the end of
the age?" Jesus' answer is pretty comprehensive:

First, Jesus says, there will be false messiahs, who will
deceive many, followed by wars and reports of wars;
nation will rise against nation, and kingdoms will rise
against kingdoms. He talks of famines and earthquakes...
and this is all, the beginnings, what he calls the “labour
pains" which will point towards the end of the world as we
know it. And yet, he tells us, "see that you are not
alarmed, for these things must happen.”

As many of you will be aware, there are many Christians
who look at the state of our world today, and believe that
the world is already experiencing these labour pains. We
already hear of wars, and reports of wars, famines and
earthquakes.

Could Jesus be coming soon?

Well, Jesus goes on to say in the Matthew's Gospel that
no-one, not even the Son, knows the day or hour of the
coming again of the Son of Man.

But in the face of wars, reports of wars, famines and
chaos, Jesus tells his hearers, that the only attitude for
the disciple, which we all are, is an attitude of peace, not
of fear. One of “not being alarmed,”

\What reason do we have for the hope which Jesus offers
us? This hope, which is the opposite of fear? The reason
we have is that this same Jesus says: "Whoever hears
my word, and believes him who sent me has etemal life
and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from
death to life." {John 5:24)

So Jesus loves us, has died for us, is calling us to him,
and is offering us hope in the face of our fears. He is
saying to each of us today "see that you are not alarmed.”
By hearing his word, by believing in him, we will be
saved.

But Jesus wants to bring that salvation to you today. His
promise of 'plentiful redemption’ for all, is a promise for all
time, but he wants you to receive it today, not just in
some far distant future. And how do we receive this gift of
salvation, by hearing his word, by believing him.
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You know that the Archbishop of Canterbury has
gathered in Assisi this week, with Pope Benedict, and
with other leaders of other religions, for a Dialogue and
Prayer for Peace and Justice in the World. Well, we
might ask ourselves, if Jesus, as he does in today's
Gospel, tells us that these wars and famines “must take
place” - what is the point of praying for peace? The
answer is that, through prayer, God can change our
hearts.

“For | know the plans | have for you," declares the
LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

What signs are there, | wonder, in our own lives, (apart
from what we hear about in the news) which might
cause us to be ‘alarmed?’ What are the wars, and
reports of wars in our own lives, or the famines and
earthquakes in our lives, which we will have to go
through, and for which God wants to give us a sure and
certain hope of victory in Him?

We go through so much, as human beings, don't we?
We are Christians, we are here saying to God ‘we
believe and thank you that you created us, saved us,
and want us to be with you forever’

We believe that you have plans for us, as Jeremiah
says, “plans to prosper us”. And yet we still go through
struggles and difficulties.

\Very close to home, today, we are experiencing a
financial crisis, when people are afraid of losing their
jobs. Family life and relationships are under a lot of
pressure. We don't need to look very far for wars and
rumours of wars which could alarm us, there are signs
cloger to home. And yet, If we are rooted in God, as he
is inviting us to be, we can say no to fear, and yes to
hope. The battle between fear and hope takes place,
up here, in our minds. It is a battle between
encouragement and discouragement. Jesus is telling
us in today's Gospel, that there are many things which
can discourage us, but that “he who stands firm to the
end, will be saved." He's talking about faithfulness. He's
calling us to be faithful. Faithful to him, faithful to the
life-commitments we have made. Faithful to the church,
the body of Christ. If we stand firm in the face of all that
might tempt us away from God, we will be saved.

Where does faithfulness start? It starts up here, and it
starts in here.

Have you ever heard the Proverb: “As a man thinks in
his heart, so shall he be?" (Proverbs 23:7)

Each and everyone of us has a whole private world
going on up here - and a lot of it is a fantasy world of
things which might happen, which we would like to
happen, and not all of these things would be good for
us. You know, in this proverb, we can understand
something about ourselves. Our “secret’ meditations
become us.

What fantasies is God asking you to let go of, and we
can identify what these might be because they will be
things which are against the life commitments we have
already made. They are the things which consume our
thoughts and which can become idols, displacing God
as our source of hope.

God is asking us for faithfulness.

| know in my life, God is constantly asking me to give up
my fantasy world, in which people are the way | want
them to be, in which | can always do what | would like to
da, and in which there is no trouble for me at all.

There will be areas of your thought life which God is
asking you to give up. To resolve to give up. Areas of
our lives which keep us imprisoned, in fear, in fantasy.
And this does mean saying o yourself. *| am not going
to think about that" Saying no to sin, means saying no
to ourselves and yes to God.

Whatever we are telling ourselves up here, we will end
up believing. If we are thinking fearful thoughts, thoughts
which imprison us, then we will be living fearful lives. If
we are thinking fantasy thoughts then we are in danger
of acting on those fantasies.

Jesus talks today, to us about people betraying one
another, about hearts growing cold. He is encouraging
us to have hearts on fire with love for him, and for each
other, which means treating people with kindness, with
goodness, as we would like to be treated.

He is calling all of us to let go of those fantasy
worlds, and live in the real, life-giving world He has
given us: which means with the families He has given
us: with the spouses He has given us (with all their
imperfections you might say).

In the life - callings which He has given us, or is calling
us to. But we have to be strong with ourselves. We have
to make resolutions in prayer.

You know, St Alphonsus, who founded the
Redemptorists, of which | am a member, wrote a lot
about prayer, he called it ‘The Great Means of
Salvation' Prayer softens our own wills so that we
surrender each day a liftle more to God's infinite love
and mercy. The more we pray, the more we spend time
with God, as with a dearest friend, the more we love him,
the deeper that relationship with God will become. Talk
to God, as you would a dear friend, who can help you in
everything that you need courage and strength and hope
for. Ask him for your needs, and he will not be outdone
in generosity. His generosity will operate in the real
world, not in our fantasy world. His generosity will be in
accordance with what he has already, or is calling you to
in life.

“Pray as you can.”

St Alphonsus say that after we have given thanks and
praise to God, and meditated on his word, and made
our petiions to him, we have to make resolutions in
order to persevere in our Christian lives, as a way of
changing our behavior and turning away from sin, or as
a way of beginning to do something new which God is
calling us to.

Turn to the person next to you and say. “| resolve, in the
name of Jesus, to give up my fantasy world.”

“| resolve, in the name of Jesus, to live in the real world.”

Brothers and Sisters, you know we believe in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Well, it is the Holy

(To page 6)
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The Friends wish you all a very happy
and healthy New Year.

100 Club

The winners of the bumper Christmas draw were:
1® Pam Barson and 2™ Kent Polley

A Light for a Loved One

December 4" was a fine, bright day until half an hour
before the switching-on of the lights. Despite the rain,
however, around 40 pecple attended the occasion and,
we were glad to see, stayed for some time afterwards
having a hot drink, inspecting the tree inside and
generally remembering their loved ones. Our thanks go
to David Lake who, as usual, conducted the proceedings
with great sensitivity.

Curry & Casserole Nights

The November meeting was even more successful than
October's, raising E364. The next night is on Friday,
January 20", You can book a place by ringing Sue on
B24670.

Restoration

At the time of writing, it looks very unlikely that the tower
will be finished by Christmas. However, the weathercock
is gleaming with two layers of gold leaf and the highest
layers of scaffolding have been removed.

Sue Milne 824670/milnegreenlandsiwaol.com

memaories, not least because of the deep sense of
hope the dawn of a new Millennium brought. These
hopes for a better world were encapsulated in the
United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals;
To eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
To achieve universal primary education
To promote gender equality and empower women
To reduce child mortality
To improve maternal heaith
To combat HIWAIDS, malaria and other diseases
To ensure environmental sustainability
To develop a global partnership for development.
These aspirations give substance to the words of the
Lord’s Prayer, "thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven”.
However, the early years of this century have been
difficult. Terrorist attacks, wars and now financial
collapse have dented the optimism of 2000. But our
hope does not rest in the constantly changing
agenda of the daily news but in the Christ who first
taught us to pray “thy kingdom come".
As | retumed home from the inspiring “Joy in
Ministry” conference called by Bishop Donald,
encouraged by this deeper hope, | was reminded of
the United Nations' Goals and their call to put into
practice our aspirations for God's kingdom values.
| believe that New Year's Eve finds its’ true meaning
on Christmas Eve, the moment upon which the
Advent to Candlemas season hinges:
“0 Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend fo us
today...the hopes and fears of all the years are
met in thee
May Christ the hope of tha nations be with you in the
coming year,

—

FE

Bishop of Brixworth

Bishop John Holbrook writes:
The hopes and fears of all the years

As a child | was always excited when the milometer
on the car went from 999 to the next thousand and all
the little wheels turned together from 999 to 000. As
an adult'l was so determined to see 99,999 become
100,000 that | carefully planned my route to ensure
that I'd be in a safe place to drive really slowly and
watch all six wheels turn together!

So it will not surprise to you to discover that | love New
Year's Eve and enjoy the moment when one year ends
and another begins. 1998/2000 holds especially rich

Launde Abbey announces 2012
retreat programme

Launde Abbey, the
diocesan retreat that
we share with the
Leicester Diocese, has
announced a new
programme of retreats
for 2012.

Amongst those leading retreats are John Bell of the
lona Community and the writer, Angela Ashwin.
Quiet days are held monthly.

Parishes from our diocese can take advantage of
special rates when they when taking a group to
Launde for an away day or social event. For more
details call the Business Manager, Nick Quinn on
01572 717254, www launde.org.uk
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Chebukutumi Link Update

A lot has happened in and around Chebukutumi since | last reported in May.

One of the main concerns through the summer had been the lack of food due to the crop failure in the short rains in
late 2010 which never really materialised. We witnessed first hand the situation and looming problems in February.
So throughout the growing season of the long rains up to August food was very scarce especially for the vulnerable
ones such as the orphans. The headteacher at the primary school reported 3 families starving and divided one bag
of maize between them from our charity's annual support for the Chebukutumi orphans. There are now over 80
orphans at the school. The good news is that the crops were good this year and there was a plentiful harvest in
August.

In August our charity awarded a grant to Tunyo parish which used to be a daughter ehurch of our own Chebukutumi
link but is now a parish in its own right. This was used to set up an OVC {Orphans and Vulnerable Children)
Foundation. Tunyo, on the top of a hill, was identified as having the highest priority in the diocese for a water tank
and when we visited in February to inspect it we were greeted with great enthusiasm. The number of orphans there
was alarming and the education situation very bad by the fact that there was no school and also it was too far for the
children to walk to the Chebukutumi Primary Schoal.

Tunyo Tank Fed from the Church Roof Tunyo Orphans with Rev.Wasawa
Following our visit in February the Chebukutumi natural spring has been protected with a grant from our charity and
this has transformed the local water supply and hopefully should remove the threat of water-bom diseases. Clean
water now flows continuously, piped from the eye of the spring deep in the hill side. The 2 pictures speak for
themselves,

Chebukutumi Spring Before After

Chebukutumi church continues to be a strong and guiding light in the community working closely with the schools.
Every Friday the children attend moming prayers. The picture shows Standard 8 (page €), the top class in the
Primary School on ‘Prayer Day’ just before they took their final exams which might see them on their way to a
secondary education. The students this year will have been keenly eyeing up the construction of the first 2
classrooms of the new Geoff Brown Girls High School as they revised for the exams. The girls especially will be
hoping and praying that they at least achieve the minimum necessary 250 marks out 500 to attend the new schoaol,
there being nowhere else locally for them to go to obtain a secondary education. Results were due on 28 December.

The new girls’ high school in Chebukutumi is the most exciting development in the 10 years of our link. This has
(to page 6)









